Nine

guides for the first perilous miles of his journey,
Charles had been recommended to the brothers Penderell,
tall, lean, taciturn country fellows who had spent their
lives in the neighbourhood of Whiteladies. There were five
of them, and Charles liked their trustworthy looks. After
his experiences with indiscreet cavaliers and suspicious
Puritans, these silent, rather dull appearing yeomen were
a welcome relief. Furthermore they were Catholics, and
Charles was far from sharing the general English prejudice
against them. The most dogged royalists were men of this
faith, for they could hope for tolerance only from a King.
And in the work to be done now, they were more experi-
enced than any other sect in England, for they had been
trained by a century of persecution to keep secrets. Every
Catholic had learned to be unobtrusive himself and to con-
ceal hunted men.

The priests who kept the old religion alive In England
travelled the country in the strictest disguise, but such
precautions could not always avert suspicion on the part
of fanatics who were always smelling about for the
Popishly inclined. His flock must always be ready to hide a
priest and pass him on from one secure retreat to another.
Catholic country houses were not complete in the seven-

88